
CALL FOR APPLICATION FOR THE KEMRI INTERNAL RESEARCH GRANTS

5TH SPECIAL CALL 2016/2017
TAKE NOTE OF UPDATES THAT MAYBE POSTED ON KEMRI WEBSITE
1. INTRODUCTION
The Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) Internal Research Grants (IRGs) funding mechanism seeks to strengthen research capacity in the Institute through supporting projects addressing research in health.  The scope of the research projects to be supported in this call must be in line with;

(i) KEMRI’s Strategic Plan- (www.kemri.org) 

(ii)The National goals and priorities of Kenya’s National Health Sector Medium Term Strategic Plan-(www.health.go.ke) 
(iii)Kenya Vision 2030-(https://vision2030.go.ke).  

Projects that contribute new knowledge applicable to Universal Health Care will have added advantage.   Refer to the attached priority areas from each program for alignment (Appendix 1), however any other compelling topic justified by the investigators may be considered on the merits they bring on board. 

The applicant should be attached to a senior scientist as a mentor and the Deputy Director (Center) should supervise and ensure that the project is implemented as per the work plan. 
The relevant forms for the commitment by the mentor and the Centre DD and other relevant forms to the management of the grant will be made available on the kemri website. 
2. GUIDELINES FOR APPLICANTS
2.1. Eligibility Criteria
i. Applicants must be permanent employees of KEMRI and  have at least a bachelor’s degree in a biomedical or socio-behavioral sciences field;  Holders of a Masters degree in these fields are also eligible. Applicants with PhD degrees should have at most 4 years or less experience since award of the degree, by the time of submitting their applications.

ii. An applicant can only submit one application as Principal Investigator (PI) for this call, but can be a collaborator on other applications for this call. An individual may be a PI on only one application within the IRG funding streams (i.e. the Early Career Scientists Call or Innovations Call).

iii. Previously unsuccessful applications can be re-submitted for consideration, after revision, but only once. Proposals re-submitted for the second time will not be reviewed.
iv. Proposals already developed but unfunded are encouraged, however their selection will still have to fall within the priority areas for the programs. 
v. Previous awardees of the Early Career Scientists grants are eligible to apply for the present Call, provided that they have successfully completed the previous grant, and submitted a project completion report, a satisfactory project financial report, and have completed 3 years, since the previous award. Evidence of this should be submitted with the current application. 

vi. Proposals submitted should not have already received funding from other sources; and if they have been submitted for consideration elsewhere, but a decision is still awaited, this must be indicated in the applicant’s biosketch.

2.2. Budget
i. A clearly Itemized and realistic budget to be provided, accompanied with detailed budgetary notes to justify items listed in the budget. The budget item lines must be in line with your research methodology (Budget template attached).
ii. Equipment (Specify the items). Ordinary equipment normally found in most of common Labs may not be supported by this grant. This Grant does not support the acquisition of items such as :- Laptops; Desktop Computers; Printers; Microscopes; Microwaves; Cameras; Mobile phones, consultancies, subscription fees, tuition fees for postgraduate students). Any equipment procured under this grant will remain property of KEMRI.

iii. The proposed budget should not exceed Kes 3,000,000 per application. 
2.3. Application Instructions

i. The Research concept should not Exceed 15 pages (Times New Roman 12, single spacing excluding relevant appendices e.g. CV (Max 2 pages), roles of collaborators, and other support documents etc.) 
ii. Applicants should complete the attached Application Form, and must strictly adhere to the specified limits, including margins. The project duration should not exceed 24 calendar months. No funding will be released before proposals receive approval from SERU.
2.4. Proposal Submission 

Proposals should be submitted both in hard and soft copies to the IRG Secretariat in the KEMRI Grantsmanship Office or via email (as attachments) to: grantsmanship@kemri.org.  Please print on both sides of the A4 paper.  The PI’s Deputy Director (Centre) must endorse all applications.
The applicant on winning the award will be expected to attend the first initiation training on project management.

The applicant should provide the following documents
i. A duly filled Application form

ii. A duly filled Biosketch form

iii. A duly filled Mentorship form

iv. A duly filled Deputy Director(Centre) commitment form

v. A duly filled Budget template and detailed budget justification

vi. A duly filled Workplan and Logframe
2.5 Application Deadline 
i. Applications (both hard and soft copies) must reach the IRG Secretariat by 17:00hrs on 30 th November, 2021. 
ii. Applications submitted after this deadline will not be considered.
 APPENDIX 1: KEY RESEARCH PRIORITY AREAS IN THE VARIOUS PROGRAMS 

A.  NATURAL PRODUCTS RESEARCH AND DRUG DEVELOPMENT (NAPREDA) 
· THEME 1: Towards Development of Innovative Curative, Preventative and Immune Modulating Herbal Remedies.

· THEME 2: DRUG DEVELOPMENT PIPELINE: Research, preclinical evaluation, development, clinical evaluation and registration of drugs derived from natural resources. 

B. SEXUAL REPRODUCTIVE ADOLESCENT CHILD HEALTH PROGRAM (SRACH) 

· THEME 1: ADOLESCENT HEALTH: Digital Environment: Design and use of digital technologies to determine high risk health behaviors among adolescents and effectively provide information, referral and treatment services. 

· THEME 2: MATERNAL AND NEONATAL HEALTH: Evidence Based Interventions: Implementation research around known evidence-based interventions antenatal, perinatal and postnatal) to reduce morbidity and mortality.

C. PUBLIC HEALTH & HEALTH SYSTEMS RESEARCH PROGRAM (PHHSR)


· THEME 1: Adolescent suicidality (suicidal behaviour) – to better understand suicidality patterns and risk factors for increased suicidality,  and feasible and efficacious interventions and in all these include the role of gender and COVID-19 in suicidality.

· THEME 2:  Health system resilience including human resources for health, emergency services, disease surveillance and response, and governance and multi sectoral coordination.

 

D. INFECTIOUS AND PARASITIC DISEASES 

· THEME 1: Contribution of human behavior and health systems on antimicrobial resistance; 
Strengthening integrated detection and surveillance of febrile illnesses and emerging infectious; 

· THEME 2: Development of alternative and robust detection strategies for non-culturable pathogens using mycoplasma and syphilis as exemplar pathogens
E. NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

· THEME 1: EPIDEMIOLOGY: Prevalence of major NCDS; Risk factors of NCDs; Perceptions/ experiences/ awareness and education; Special Populations
· THEME 2: INTERVENTIONS AND SOLUTIONS: Drug and vaccine development; Drug trials and treatments
F. BIOTECHNOLOGY 

· THEME 1: DIAGNOSTICS MOLECULAR EPIDEMIOLOGY RESEARCH; Development of new diagnostics for emerging (eg COVID- 19) and re-emerging diseases using modern biotechnology and innovative molecular epidemiology research tools  e.g Whole Genome Sequencing
· THEME 2:
DRUGS AND THERAPEUTICS RESEARCH; Stem-cell, Regenerative medicine, and Biomakers  in diseases and disease causing pathogens.  

APPENDIX 2: BUDGET TEMPLATE
	No.
	Budget Items
	Quantity
	Cost

Per Unit
	Year 1

Amount (KES)
	Year 2

Amount (KES)
	Total

Amount (KES)

	1
	Transport Expenses

· Vehicle maintenance-

· Fuel
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Travel and accommodation

· per-diem

· air fare

· local travel 

· Ground travel
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Personnel expenses

(only if expertise is needed  and with details)
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Training

(Must not be used to pay tuition fees.) 
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Equipment

List the specific equipment
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Dissemination

· Publications

· Conference registration 

· Workshops

· media

· Retreats

· Report writing
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Computer accessories 

· Tonners

· Storage devices
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Printing
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Stationery
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Research Materials/Laboratory reagents
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Communication
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Patient Costs

· Drugs

· Transport reimbursement

· Allowances
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Others

· Please list
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Budget
	
	
	
	
	3,000,000


Kindly give justification for every item as numbered above – as per the budget guidelines
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