
  
 

 
 

 
 
NEW PARTNERSHIP ANNOUNCED TO SCALE CLEAN COOKING IN EAST AFRICAN SCHOOLS FOR 
HEALTH, THE ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE 
 
NAIROBI, 14th February 2024: The University of Liverpool and the Kenya Medical Research Institute 
(KEMRI) have officially partnered with Equity Group Foundation to evaluate the health impacts of 
transitioning Schools from reliance on wood fuel to clean cooking with Liquefied Petroleum (LPG) Gas 
under the Equity’s “Clean Cooking Initiative”. 
 
In Kenya, more than 90% of schools depend on environmentally harmful wood fuel for cooking, with a 
typical boarding school consuming 250 tonnes annually. This practice results in high levels of particulate 
matter that are detrimental to health, significantly exceeding World Health Organisation guideline levels. 
This exposure extends beyond school kitchens, infiltrating classrooms and playgrounds. 
 
The NIHR CLEAN-Air (Africa) Global Health Research Unit, spearheaded by the University of Liverpool 
and KEMRI, will employ mixed-methods research and advanced air pollution monitoring to evaluate the 
impact of the "Clean Cooking Initiative" on the health of cooks, teachers, and students, as well as 
educational attainment. The findings will guide policy, innovation, and capital allocation for strategic scaling 
of clean cooking in learning institutions and other public establishments across Kenya and beyond. 
 
Professor Dan Pope, Professor of Global Public Health at the University and Director of the NIHR Global 
Health Research Unit on CLEAN-Air (Africa) stated “This partnership provides a fantastic opportunity to 
document the health, environmental and educational gain that can be achieved for schools converting to 
clean, modern cooking. The ambitious scale of the Equity Clean Cooking Initiative will provide a template 
across East Africa where the majority of schools rely on substantial quantities of polluting fuel wood for 
their catering needs”. 
 
Dr James Mwitari, a senior research fellow of Environmental Health & Epidemiology and Co Director 
Clean Air Africa based at KEMRI - CRDR, said ‘’The vision of transitioning schools to clean cooking fuel 
by 2025 in tandem with the recent presidential decree is on course and achievable with collaborative 
arrangements such as this. However, it's regrettable that the ongoing school research has shown that the 
PM 2.5 which is a notorious health damaging pollutant is being produced from the school kitchens that 
are using biomass in excess of the WHO guidelines thus putting cooks, children and teachers at risk of 
developing pulmonary and cardiovascular diseases. This is in addition to such smoke emitted from 
school kitchens being a contributing factor to school absenteeism and probably poor cognitive 
performance of the children’’. 
 
Prof Elijah Songok, Director General KEMRI exuded confident that the efforts being proposed by this 
great partnership between KEMRI, University of Liverpool and Equity will enhance clean air in the 
region. ‘’ As an institute we are strongly committed towards the objectives of this project that seeks to 
evaluate the health impacts of transitioning schools from reliance on wood fuel to clean cooking with 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas [LPG]. And with such collaborative efforts and commitment from the partners 
and current government, the challenges that come with air pollution will be a thing of the past’’. 
 
Equity has been facilitating schools to transition to clean cooking with LPG in Kenya. Through this 
partnership, Equity will build the capacity of institutions to transition to clean cooking and will also work 
closely with the CLEAN-Air Africa team to measure health impacts before and after transition in institutions 
across Kenya and further support in disseminating the study findings to relevant stakeholders with key 
target to policy makers to influence policies.  
 
Eric Naivasha, Associate Director, Energy, Environment & Climate Change at Equity Group Foundation 
commented on the partnership saying, “Kenya's education sector alone consumes over 10 million trees 

https://equitygroupholdings.com/ke/newsroom/24-press-release/104-equity-launches-clean-cooking-initiative-to-support-learning-institutions-transition-to-cleaner-sustainable-and-environmentally-friendly-sources-of-cooking-and-lighting#:~:text=Dubbed%20the%20'Clean%20Cooking%20Project,Liquid%20Petroleum%20Gas%20(LPG).


annually to keep their kitchens operational. This leads to deforestation, greenhouse gas emissions, and 
adverse health outcomes. Aware of these repercussions, Equity, along with our technical partners, 
developed a clean cooking initiative targeting learning institutions to transition from biomass fuel to cleaner 
fuels like LPG. Our partnership with CLEAN-Air (Africa) will enable us to measure the health impact of 
clean cooking transitions, playing a pivotal role in shaping policy dialogue, investment flow, and the 
expansion of clean cooking interventions.” 
 
About Equity Group Foundation 
 
Equity Group Foundation (EGF), the corporate implementing foundation of Equity Group Holdings Plc, has 
as its mission to champion the transformation of lives and livelihoods for 100 million people in Africa by 
2025 through the design and implementation of innovative programs that leverage Equity Group’s 
infrastructure and partnerships to create shared value. Established in 2008 as the Group’s social engine, 
the Foundation delivers economic opportunities, capacity, tools, and technologies that enable individuals 
and businesses to increase productivity, resilience and share in socio-economic growth.  
 
EGF responds to the continuum of issues that challenge the socio-economic advancement of the people 
of Africa, especially low-income individuals, and families. EGF’s Creating Shared Value [CSV] strategy 
provides social development initiatives in Education and Leadership Development, Food and Agriculture, 
Health, Financial Inclusion and Entrepreneurship Development, Energy and Environment and Social 
Protections for the most vulnerable citizens. EGF’s programs are underpinned by technology, innovation, 
and synergy as a central means to launch, nurture, and scale up Africa’s next generation of successful 
leaders and entrepreneurs delivered to all communities in which Equity has operations.  For additional 

information, visit: https://equitygroupfoundation.com/  
 
About CLEAN-Air (Africa) 
 
The NIHR CLEAN-Air(Africa) Global Health Research Unit, is a partnership between public health 
researchers and clinicians from the UK, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda and Cameroon funded by the 
UK National Institute for Health Research to address the burden of disease from exposure to air pollution 
from reliance on polluting forms of energy in sub-Saharan Africa. CLEAN-Air(Africa) is conducting a 5-year 
research program providing policy relevant evidence to inform transition to clean energy for households 
and public institutions, including on the health, gender, environment, climate and educational gains that 
can be achieved from this transition – see www.cleanairafrica.com.  CLEAN-Air(Africa) approached Equity 
to partner in its clean cooking program for institutions to assess the health impacts of the members of a 
school's community from transitioning to clean cooking. 
  
CLEAN-Air(Africa) is conducting research in Kenya and Rwanda to evaluate air quality, health and 
educational impacts from schools switching to clean cooking with LPG and/or electricity.  Findings will be 
provided to key stakeholders, including ministries of education, health and energy, to help support scale 
up of clean cooking for schools across sub-Saharan Africa. For more information about the health and 
environmental impacts from reliance on wood for cooking by Kenyan Schools and the Equity Clean 
Cooking in Schools Program please see our documentary: Healthy Kitchens: Clearing the Air For 
African Schools.  
 
About the University of Liverpool  
Founded in 1881 as the original ‘red brick’, the University of Liverpool is one of the UK’s leading 
research-intensive higher education institutions with an annual turnover of £614.9 million, including an 
annual research income of £145 million. 
 
Consistently ranked in the top 200 universities worldwide, we are a member of the prestigious Russell 
Group of the UK’s leading research universities and have a global reach and influence that reflects our 
academic heritage as one of the country’s largest civic institutions.  
 
About KEMRI 
The Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) is a state corporation established through the Science and 
Technology (Amendment) Act of 1979, as the national body responsible for carrying out health research in 

https://equitygroupfoundation.com/
http://www.cleanairafrica.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jo3kEcncgeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jo3kEcncgeM


Kenya. Since its inception, KEMRI has developed a critical mass of scientists and technical personnel, to 
enable it to mount a competitive research infrastructure to rank as a leading centre of excellence in health 
research both in Africa as well as globally.  
https://www.kemri.org/ 
 
For further information, please contact: - 

Dr James Mwitari 
CAA Co-Director at KEMRI  
Tel 0721743502 
E: jmwitari@kemri.go.ke 
www.kemri.go.ke 

Prof Daniel Pope 

CAA Co-Director at University of Liverpool 

Tel +44(0)7734688338 

E: danpope@liverpool.ac.uk 

www.liverpool.ac.uk 

Alex Muhia 
Equity Group  
T: Office - 0763 026007: Mobile - 0763 618 871 
E:CorporateCommunications@equitybank.co.ke 
E: Alex.Muhia@equitybank.co.ke 

Davis MKOJI 

KEMRI 

T: 0722309719 

E: dmkoji@kemri.go.ke 

www.kemri.go.ke 

James Wodera 
Head of Media at KEMRI 
T: Office – 0722767682 
E:jwodera@kemri.go.ke   

Daniel Okoth  

Ogilvy Africa, PR & I  

T: 0723 172 649 

E: Daniel.okoth@ogilvy.africa 

 
Equity’s Clean Cooking Initiative – transitioning schools from polluting wood fuel to clean cooking with 
LPG (Photography by Dan Pope) 
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Assessment of air pollution (particulate matter) in Kenyan school kitchens and for cooks ‘exposure’ 
(Photography by Nigel Bruce). 
 
 
 
 
 
 


