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KEMRI Unveils KES 516 million Program to Accelerate Innovation and Leadership in 
Women’s Health Research Across Africa. 
 
Nairobi, Kenya – SATURDAY, 11th October 2025:  
In a bold step toward transforming women’s health research and innovation in Africa, the 
Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) has announced a KES 516 million (USD 4 million) 
initiative of an investment by the Gates dubbed; The Leadership for Innovation and 
Excellence in Accelerating Research on Women’s Health (LEA-WH) Program that set to 
begin in January 2026. 
 
The three-year flagship program will strengthen Africa’s research leadership in women’s 
health by equipping and mentoring a new generation of African scientists, researchers, and 
innovators to develop groundbreaking, locally driven solutions to health challenges that 
disproportionately affect women. Sub-Saharan Africa bears a high burden of women’s health 
conditions that remain under-studied and under-funded. The LEA-WH Program will close this 
gap by promoting locally led research, supporting scalable innovations, and driving 
evidence-based solutions tailored to respond to Africa’s unique health needs. This comes 
after the Kenya Government declared KEMRI as an institution of national strategic 
importance and a training hub for the region for high level expertise in medical research. 
 
“The LEA-WH Program represents KEMRI’s continued commitment to building scientific 
leadership that is inclusive, innovative, and African-led,” said Prof. Elijah Songok, Director 
General, KEMRI. “By empowering scientists to lead groundbreaking research and 
innovation, we are investing in the future of Africa’s health and development.” He added. 
 
Through this program, KEMRI envisions creating a sustainable model for excellence and 
innovation in women’s health research. By 2033, LEA-WH aims to: 

• Bring 5–10 innovative products to market testing 
• Support the creation of 5–10 startup companies 
• Facilitate 5–10 patent applications 
• Enable 20–50% of program scholars secure research and development grants 
• Catalyze USD 3–5 million in follow-on funding for innovation and research initiatives. 

 
In addition, the program will establish a continental alumni network, a sustainable 
replication model, and foster an innovation policy ecosystem to promote evidence-based 
decision-making. An annual ScienceX Africa Summit will serve as a platform for 
collaboration, mentorship, and knowledge exchange among emerging and established leaders 
in health innovation. The program will work closely with the United States National Academy of 
Medicine to implement this Fellowship.  
 
“Our vision is to cultivate a vibrant ecosystem where African researchers and innovators 
can lead in designing and implementing transformative solutions for women’s health,” 
said Prof. Elizabeth Anne Bukusi, Program Director, LEA-WH. “This program is a bold step 
toward a more equitable and innovative future for women’s health across the continent.” 
The LEA-WH Program embodies KEMRI’s broader mission to advance research excellence, 
promote gender equity in science, and ensure that African-led innovation drives solutions for 
Africa’s most pressing health challenges. 
 
The LEA-WH Program underscores KEMRI’s broader mission to advance scientific excellence, 
promote gender equity in research, and champion African-led innovation in health. It 
represents a significant milestone in positioning KEMRI as a leader in research, and research 
capacity building that not only responds to global health priorities but also drives African 
solutions for African challenges.  The LEA-WH Advisory Council, chaired by Prof. Elijah Songok, 
Director General, KEMRI will serve as the program’s strategic oversight body and will have 
continental representation. The Program Director, Prof. Elizabeth Anne Bukusi, will be 
supported by three interconnected departments among them Curriculum Development led by 



Dr. Martin Bundi, Research & Development and Technical Training led by Prof. Nelly Mugo, and 
Leadership Development steered by Dr. Rose Bosire, all senior scientists from KEMRI. 

 
 

About KEMRI 
The Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) is a premier health research institution in Africa committed 
to improving human health and well-being through research, innovation, and capacity building. Established 
in 1979, KEMRI continues to be a centre of excellence in biomedical research, supporting national, regional, 
and global health priorities. The Institute conducts cutting-edge research across infectious diseases, non-
communicable diseases, public health, and emerging health priorities, contributing to national, regional, 
and global health advancements. 
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